
© 2010 The University of Texas System and Texas Education Agency 

1 

Intervention Activities Guide (IAG)  
Blackline Masters 

COM-23 

PREPARATION OF MATERIALS:  Print cue cards on page 2.  Cut the cards apart. Provide 

each student pair a copy of the same text and one Get the Gist Cue Card.  Follow the activity 
directions. 

More Challenging:  Students identify the main idea as they “get the gist” for each paragraph or 

section of text.  Then, students combine the main idea statements into a concise summary using 
the Get the Gist: Summarizing Chart on page 3.  
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Get the Gist  
Cue Card 

 
1. Name the who or what 

(the main person, place or thing). 
 

2.Tell the most important information 

about the who or what. 
 

3.State the main idea in 10 words or 

less. 
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